
TOPICS: PREDICTION

GRADE: MIDDLE PRIMARY AGES 8-10 

AMY BOOKS

AREA OF LEARNING: LITERACY

WRITTEN BY VALERIE RYAN
ILLUSTRATED BY ALEXIA GRACE 

BOOK 1 - Amy Saves A Forest

1. Finish reading the story Amy saves a Forest to the class.

2. Ask the class (in groups) to describe actions that help define Amy’s character.

3. Ask the class (in groups) to choose Amy’s character from - Resourceful, Kind,
Independent, Strong.

4. Ask the groups to discuss Amy’s approach to saving the forest. Sort out what was
the most   difficult part of the approach for Amy and who did she have to help her?

5. Discuss the strength and resourcefulness of Amy in saving the forest. Who
benefited from   the forest remaining? 
6. Predict what challenges might face Amy in the future and discuss how she might
deal with   them.

Understanding characterisation

AIM: 
TO ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO LISTEN
AND DISCUSS A STORY

Activity 
- Research a choice of topic, discuss in groups and report back to class using graphs, maps,
drawings, or powerpoint.

Topics - Choice of the following -

How many old growth forests do we have in Victoria? Draw a map showing areas of
growth.
How many old growth forests do we have in Australia? Draw a map showing areas of
growth
What benefit is an old growth forest to life on this planet? 
What difference, if any, do they make to our weather patterns in Australia?
How do they help climate change? How much pollution can they absorb in one year?
Will botanical plants/trees become extinct without these old growth forests? 
How many groups of animals, birds, insects rely on these old growth forests for
survival?

Activites

AREA OF LEARNING: SCIENCE

AIM: 
 TO IMPROVE STUDENT’S WIDER KNOWLEDGE OF AUSTRALIA’S OLD GROWTH FORESTS,
INCLUDING: PURPOSE, IMPORTANCE, LONGEVITY, IMPACT, OUTCOMES,
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TOPICS: PREDICTION

GRADE: MIDDLE PRIMARY AGES 8-10 

AREA OF LEARNING: LITERACY

BOOK 2 - Amy in the City

UNDERSTANDING CHARACTERISATION

AIM: 
TO ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO LISTEN
AND DISCUSS A STORY

Activities

1. Finish reading the story Amy in the City to the class.

2. Ask the class (in groups) to describe events that caused problems for Jack..

3. Ask the class (in groups) to choose Amy’s character from - Resourceful, Kind,
Independent, Strong.

4. Discuss Amy’s plan for the waste dump. How does she gain approval from the council?
Who gives Amy some help and assistance in raising awareness in the community?

5. How does Amy inspire the community to help and make the park happen?

6. Ask class to predict what Amy’s next challenge might be?.
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TOPICS: APPLIED MATH

GRADE: MIDDLE PRIMARY AGES 8-10 

AREA OF LEARNING: MATHEMATICS

BOOK 3 - Amy and the lost Dog

 MEASUREMENT OF HEAT IN
DIFFERENT ENVIRONMENTS FOR
GROUP STUDY

AIM: 
TO ALLOW STUDENTS TO EXPERIENCE THE
TEMPERATURE ON A CONCRETE PATH IN THE
SUN AND COMPARE WITH THE TEMPERATURE
ON GRASS UNDER A LARGE TREE.

Estimate the temperature in the country v city? (show picture of two environments)

Research the topic as a class using a powerpoint or video presentation. 

Activities

Estimate as a class, how many trees would it take to impact the temperature around a
playground? Have children research this. Discuss the effectiveness of their estimation
after the comparison with reality.

As a class, choose an area where you could plant ten trees then measure how much
space it would take out of the playground. Discuss the benefits and restrictions to the
playground. 

Extension activity - Create games you could play under the shady trees? Invite another
class to help with the activity.

Groups explore different methods of measuring the expanse of shade trees give at
different times of the day.

Students in groups then draw a giant tree on large sheets of paper and note the
amount of playing space available underneath the foliage.

This story focuses on Amy, still in the city at a borrowed unit, and left without any
pets at all. The attachment to a dog, who appears to be lost, is the central aspect of
the story, but the intrusion of developers in an older area becomes a very important
part of the experience for Amy. Together with climate change and the heat of a
suburb consumed with density, Amy finds herself supporting a community opposed to
all of these new building approvals.

Author’s Note:

If the students have never experienced the difficulties of many units and flats built in
the same street without extra parking spaces, it would be helpful to take a video on
your phone and show them how crowded streets are without any room for more than
one car to traverse down the street at any one time!
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GRADE: MIDDLE PRIMARY AGES 8-10 

AREA OF LEARNING: ZOOLOGY

Draw the area on the board where the animals and birds usually feed (about a couple of acres)
(show picture of native wildflowers among the grasses)

Draw in chalk outside (or indoors) the size of the area. Discuss the number of kangaroos and
other animals that may need feed from this area.

Respect the habits of birds and animals and draw on the map their environmental impact. Eg
How they eat one section of a preferred lot, then move on to the next section and repeat until
the first part has regrown and they start again. Colour a section, like the squares of a
chessboard, move from one area to the next in a repeating pattern so the class can observe
their pattern.

Activities

Estimate as a class, how many animals reside within one native forest? (Check on the
internet) Discuss the effectiveness of their estimation after checking on the internet. 

As a class, discuss the importance of forests to birds/insects/animals/plants.

Extension activity - Lay a large sheet of paper on the floor outlined as a small part of
bushland and ask the class to “adopt” a piece of the bush and draw the
animals/birds/insects/plants that might live there?.

Groups can then research their favourite native flower that grows in a forest and discuss
idiosyncrasies that make them unique.

Students can then draw their favourite flower in detail and display around the classroom.

 Discuss how expensive some native flowers are and why they are stolen for collectors.

AIM: TO ALLOW STUDENTS TO STUDY
THE BEHAVIOUR OF ANIMALS

Activity 

1. Finish reading the story Amy solves a Mystery to the class.
2. Ask the class (in groups) to describe the absence of the animals and its purpose.
3. Ask the class (in groups) to choose Amy’s character from - Resourceful, Kind,
Independent, Strong: showing evidence from the text to support their choice. 
4. Predict what challenges might face Amy in the future and discuss how she might deal
with   them.
5. Ask class to decide on a title and draw a new cover for the next book.
6. Organise an opportunity for the class at school assembly to exhibit the covers and invite
teachers and classes to ask questions of the students.

AREA OF LEARNING: LITERACY

AIM: TO ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO LISTEN AND DISCUSS A STORY

BOOK 4 - Amy Solves a Mystery

TOPICS - - STUDY OF ANIMAL LIFE,
BEHAVIOUR, NEEDS, ECOSYSTEMS.
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GRADE: MIDDLE PRIMARY AGES 8-10 

AREA OF LEARNING: LITERACY

AIM: 
TO ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO LISTEN
CAREFULLY AND DISCUSS THE
SEQUENCE OF THE STORY

Activities

1. Finish reading the story Amy in the Tropics to the class.
2. Ask the class (in groups) to describe the issue and its purpose.
3. How do Amy and Josh save the birds?
4. List the sequence of events that help identify the thieves.
5. Ask the class (in groups) to choose Amy’s character from - Resourceful, Brave,
Independent, Strong - and show evidence to support their choice.
6. Predict what challenges might face Amy in the future and discuss how she might deal
with   them.
7. Ask class to decide on a title and draw a new cover for the next book.
8. Organise an opportunity for the class at school assembly to exhibit the covers and invite
teachers and classes to ask questions of the students.

BOOK 5 - Amy in the Tropics

TOPIC: COMPREHENSION -
UNDERSTANDING WHY AMY DECIDES TO
IDENTIFY THE PEOPLE INVOLVED AND
HOW SHE PREVENTS THE NESTS FROM
DESTRUCTION.
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GRADE: MIDDLE PRIMARY AGES 8-10 

AREA OF LEARNING: APPLIED MATHS

Choose a large area inside/outside (eg basketball court) and spread the class around the area to
observe that markers with a green tag represent a country. Orange markers represent 1000
kms.  

Ask a student to walk touching the orange markers counting loudly how many lots of kms there
are between one country and another. Discuss the length of the voyage, and how long it would
take and the importance of the wind to blow the sails and make the ship go faster.

Estimate how long the voyage might take? 

Talk about how long it would take to walk around the outside area of the school property.

Relate it to how much longer it would take to sail from England to Australia.

Discuss what the crew would do on such a long voyage to pass the time. 

Relate the school terms to the time it would take on the journey, eg 1 term = three months.

Imagine the relief for the crew to see land after such a long voyage, what would they miss
the most - family, space, privacy, different food.

Ask each of the children to draw their version of an old sailing ship.

Activities

Estimate as a class, how many men would be required to crew a ship? (Check on the
internet) Discuss the effectiveness of their estimation after checking on the internet. 

As a class, discuss the importance of each crew member’s job. Make a list of the jobs.

Extension activity - Lay a large sheet of paper on the floor outlined as a ship, and ask the
class to “adopt” a piece of the ship and draw important parts of the ship, eg, the helm or
wheel, mast and lookout nest, sleeping quarters, lifeboat, cargo storage, kitchen, sails, anchor.

Groups can then research the birds and fish that the crew would see on an ocean voyage. 

Students can then draw their favourite bird or fish in detail and display around the
classroom.

AIM: TO ALLOW STUDENTS TO EXPERIENCE A
SENSORY PERCEPTION OF THE LENGTH OF THE
VOYAGE USING MARKERS FOR EACH COUNTRY
BETWEEN ENGLAND AND AUSTRALIA. 

TOPICS - CHARTING A TRIP FROM ENGLAND
TO AUSTRALIA - ON THE WHITE BOARD
DRAWING A VOYAGE FROM ENGLAND TO
AUSTRALIA FOR GROUP STUDY. 

BOOK 6 - Amy in the Wilderness
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