
AMY BOOKS
WRITTEN BY VALERIE RYAN

ILLUSTRATED BY ALEXIA GRACE 

BOOK 1 - Amy Saves A Forest

TOPICS: PREDICTION

AREA OF LEARNING: LITERACY

UNDERSTANDING CHARACTERISATION

AIM: TO ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO
ENJOY A LOVE OF STORY TELLING
THROUGH PREDICTION

Activities
Choose a chapter for students to read and ask for a prediction for the next chapter to be
discussed in small groups and written up in a large paragraph (half a page). Each group
to     read their prediction to the class.

2. Describe Amy’s character - A group discuss their opinions, decide on a description
giving evidence from the text, and report back to the class. Groups to choose one of the
following to work on-

is she resourceful? 
is she weak or strong? 
is she caring?
is she independent?

3. Design a Title and a cover of your choosing for a new Amy book - can be worked in
groups   or individually.

 Organise an Art Show for the class exhibiting the covers and invite other teachers and
classes in to enjoy.

GRADE: UPPER PRIMARY AGES 10-13
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TOPICS: 

AREA OF LEARNING: SOCIAL SCIENCE

BOOK 2 - Amy in the City

CITY, SUBURBS, CROWDS, SHARING

SPACE 

AIM: TO IMPROVE STUDENT’S WIDER
KNOWLEDGE OF DISABLED RESTRICTIONS IN
WHEELCHAIRS

Activities

Activity - Research a choice of topic, discuss in groups and report back to class using graphs, maps,
drawings, or powerpoint.

Topics - Choice of the following -

How many parklands for wheelchairs and prams do we have in Victoria? Draw a map showing
park locations.
What is the population in Victoria?

How many parklands do we have in Melbourne that are restricted to prams and wheelchairs? 

What benefit is a park to parents of young children and the disabled, without the danger of
cyclists, runners, scooters etc? 

What changes could we make to our existing parkland structures to accomodate young families
and wheelchairs?

What difference would this change make to the lifestyle of young families and the disabled?

What benefits and outcomes can you see for these two groups of citizens? 

How many groups of people use wheelchairs after accidents and illness and also have need of
parklands without restriction?

GRADE: UPPER PRIMARY AGES 10-13

AREA OF LEARNING: LITERACY

AIM: TO ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO ENJOY A LOVE OF STORY TELLING THROUGH PREDICTION

Activities
Choose a chapter for students to read and ask for a prediction for the next chapter to be
discussed in small groups and written up in a large paragraph (half a page). Each group to
read their prediction to the class.

2. Describe Amy’s character - A group discuss their opinions, decide on a description
giving evidence from the text, and report back to the class. Groups to choose one of the
following to work on-

is she resourceful? What resources does Amy use?
is she weak or strong? Does Amy meet resistance in her efforts?
is she caring? Is Amy’s caring nature an asset to her success?
is she independent? Does Amy rely on adults all the time?

3. Design a new park for these groups of citizens and display in the local Library (class
activity)
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AREA OF LEARNING: LITERACY

Activities

1. Choose a chapter for students to read and ask for a prediction for the next chapter. Can
be  discussed in small groups and written up in a large paragraph (half a page). Each
group to   read their prediction to the class.

2. Describe Amy’s character - A group discuss their opinions, decide on a description
giving evidence from the text, and report back to the class. Groups to choose one of the
following to work on and note page numbers as evidence from the book -

is she resourceful?    
is she weak or strong? 
is she caring?
is she independent?

3. Discuss in groups the difficulty of explaining to a pet that the owner has died; what can
we do to help the pet grieve and move on? Is rehoming a pet to another elderly person, a
good idea?

4. How many units are replacing a house in your street? Is there enough parking space in
the street? What differences have you noticed in your area? Ask the students to discuss
and make a list of the differences they have noticed. How many people live on one block of
land in units now?
Add up the new number of people there are now living in one street. Compare to before
when there were only houses with 2 - 5 people living in them.

5. Explain the differences within a suburb to density of traffic, people, shops etc. Ask
students whether they think there would be a change to water, electricity, drainage
demands?

BOOK 3 - Amy and the lost Dog

GRADE: UPPER PRIMARY AGES 10-13

TOPICS: PREDICTION

UNDERSTANDING CHARACTERISATION

AIM: TO ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO
ENJOY A LOVE OF STORY TELLING
THROUGH PREDICTION

C
O
PYRIG

H
T ©

 V
A
LERIE RYA

N
 2

0
2
6 



TOPICS: 

AREA OF LEARNING: SCIENCE

CITY, SUBURBS, CROWDS, SHARING

SPACE 

AIM: TO IMPROVE STUDENT’S WIDER
KNOWLEDGE OF DISABLED RESTRICTIONS IN
WHEELCHAIRS

Activity - Research a choice of topic, discuss in groups and report back to class using either graphs,
maps, drawings, or powerpoint.

Topics - Choice of the following -

How many native forests do we have in Victoria? Draw a map showing areas of growth.

How many native forests do we have in Australia? Draw a map showing areas of growth

What benefit is a native forest to the Australian environment? 

What difference, if any, do they make to our weather patterns in Australia?

How do they help climate change? How much pollution can they absorb in one year?

Will botanical plants/trees become extinct without these native forests? 

How many groups of animals, birds, insects rely on these forests for survival?

GRADE: UPPER PRIMARY AGES 10-13

AREA OF LEARNING: LITERACY

AIM: TO ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO ENJOY A LOVE OF STORY TELLING USING LOCAL NEWS

1. Choose a relevant chapter from Book 4 for students to read and ask for discussion in
groups about the stealing and selling of our native plants.

2. Describe Amy’s character - A group discuss their opinions, decide on a description
giving evidence from the text, and report back to the class. Groups to choose one of the
following to work on-

is she resourceful? 
is she frightened? 
is she observant of local environment?
is she responsible for others?

3. Design a front page for a newspaper highlighting the stealing and money making from
our   unique plants. 
 Have students draw some of our stolen botanical plants and label them.
 Organise an Art Show for the class exhibiting the work and invite other teachers and
classes in to enjoy.

 

BOOK 4 - Amy Solves a Mystery
Author’s Note:
If the older students have never experienced the amount of native
insects/birds/animals that rely on a forest for habitat it would first be important to:

allow them to view a video of a native forest and spot how many birds and
animals reside there
explain that birds and small creatures rely on insects for food/protein, so whilst
they might not be easily visible to the human eye, we know that if birds live
there, insects are present. A valuable part of the food chain.

Suggested Topics for group study (over two periods)
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TOPICS: 

AREA OF LEARNING: SCIENCE

BIRDLIFE RELIANCE ON ISLANDS
AIM: TO IMPROVE STUDENT’S WIDER
KNOWLEDGE OF AUSTRALIA’S ISLANDS

Activity - Research a choice of topic, discuss in groups and report back to class using either graphs,
maps, drawings, or powerpoint.

Topics - Choice of the following -

How many islands do we have around Australia?

How many islands offer nesting grounds for colonies of birds? Draw a list showing names of
islands and birds accommodated.

What benefit is a bird colony to the Australian environment? 

How do they help climate change? How long have the birds been nesting in our islands?

Will these colonies of birds become extinct without these island nesting hubs? 

How many colonies of birds rely on these islands for survival?

GRADE: UPPER PRIMARY AGES 10-13

AREA OF LEARNING: LITERACY

AIM: TO ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO ENJOY A LOVE OF STORY TELLING USING LOCAL NEWS

Choose a relevant chapter from Book 5 for students to read and ask for discussion in groups
about the destruction of bird’s nests for commercial gain.

2. Describe Amy’s character - A group discuss their opinions, decide on a description   giving
evidence from the text, and report back to the class. Groups to choose one of the   following
to work on-

is she resourceful? 
is she frightened? 
is she observant of local environment?
is she responsible for others?

3. Design a front page for a newspaper highlighting the destruction of birds’ nests and money
making from commercial ventures in fragile environments. 
 Have students draw one of our unique bird colonies and label them.
 Organise an Art Show for the class exhibiting the work and invite other teachers and
classes in to enjoy.

Author’s Note:
If the older students have not experienced the reliance of sea birds on a particular island for
nesting purposes it would first be important to:

Allow them to view a video of a sea eagle and map of islands neighbouring Australia that
provide safe reliable nesting cliffs and ocean hunting grounds for plentiful food
Discuss why large birds with babies need a partner to help collect food for their survival…
protect the nest from predators - travelling a long way to find suitable shoals of fish - no
milk but regurgitation techniques for smaller birds - increase in dietary needs as babies grow
bigger - how long would it take for the babies to grow big enough to leave the nest and hunt
for their own food?

BOOK 5 - Amy in the Tropics
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AREA OF LEARNING: LITERACY

1. Choose a relevant chapter from Book 6 for students to read and ask for discussion in
groups about the mystery of a disappearing crew and the cargo.

2. Describe Amy and Josh’s interest in the mystery - A group discuss their opinions, decide
on a response using evidence from the text, and report back to the class. Groups to choose
one of the following to work on- 

Are they organised in their quest? 
What resources did they use? 
What did the local environment have to do with the search?
Where did they find most of the clues that helped them locate the cargo?

3. Activities for the class to choose from -

 Design a front page for a newspaper describing the ship being abandoned in 1859
without   crew or cargo being located.
 Have students draw the bay in question copying from one of the old drawings in the
historical museum.     

Organise an Art Show for the class exhibiting the work and invite other teachers and
classes in to enjoy.

GRADE: UPPER PRIMARY AGES 10-13

TOPIC: COMPREHENSION AIM: TO ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO
RESEARCH LIFE ON A SAILING SHIP

BOOK 6 - Amy in the Wilderness
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