CHAPTER 1:
School camp

fter an unforgettable holiday on
ALizard Island, off the coast of Far
North Queensland, it was hard for Amy and
Josh to settle back into school life again.
Although Amy loved being back next to the
forest with her eagles and animals, there
was certainly no chance to practise her

scuba diving in the middle of the countryside!

They barely had time to try on their summer
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uniforms, check laptops and school items
before starting the new Spring term
of school.

Whilst organising their school bags, Amy
said to Josh, “It must have been so good to
spend some quality time with your parents.”

Josh smiled and looked happy. His parents
were marine biologists and often away on long
trips to research and study life in the ocean.
They had recently returned from six months in
Antarctica while Josh had been staying with
Amy and her parents. As a thank you, they had
taken Amy away with Josh to Lizard Island for
a two week holiday.

Josh was relieved and happy to continue
his schooling in East Gippsland with Amy and
relished the opportunity to stay in one school
for longer than two terms. His parents were

constantly moving around wherever their jobs
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were located which meant that Josh rarely had
a long time in the same school.

Now that he had commenced secondary
education, however, he had asked to be allowed
to stay with Amy and her parents. Mr and Mrs
Rose did not mind at all, as Amy was an only
child. It was good company for her and a treat
to have another male in the house, especially
one who was such a good cook!

Amy and Josh were excited about the
school camp that was coming up. It was
to be in Wilsons Promontory. “The Prom”
as it’'s known locally, is the southernmost
point of mainland Australia and truly a
wilderness area. It was declared a National
Park way back in 1908, which means it’s
actively protected and looked after by the
Government. It sounded challenging - so

many tracks and trails through the remote
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bush, with spectacular views and a camping
spot that was right beside the beach.

Amy and Josh weren'’t sure whether all the
year sevens were going together or in separate
groups. They were hoping all of the year level
could be together. It would be so much fun,
however, there were over two hundred of them!
Perhaps it wasn’t practical. The first school
assembly after the holidays would soon advise
them of what would be happening.

It felt strange being back in their summer
uniforms again, after a long, cold winter.
The first day of the Spring term was hardly
welcoming with a brisk south-westerly blowing
in their faces, and a cool morning of 9 degrees
Celsius. Thank goodness they both had warm
jumpers and blazers on, although Amy thought
she might wear her warm tights the next day

unless the temperature warmed up.
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It felt warmer once they jumped on the
school bus and the bus driver noticed their sun
tans. “You lucky people! Looks like you have
been holidaying up north?”

Amy and Josh laughed and Amy explained,
“Yes, we have been up on Lizard Island with
Josh’s parents. It was absolutely beautiful.”

This explanation was repeated over
and over again at school, as their sun
tans really stood out amongst the other
students who were still pale from the lack
of winter sunshine. Fortunately, there was an
announcement at the assembly regarding the
year seven camps. The camps were to be held
in two weeks’ time and the students would be
divided into four groups, with approximately
fifty students in each. A short PowerPoint
presentation showed the students how

large the park was, over 125,000 acres or
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505 square kilometres, and featured its
many habitats including rainforests, coastal
woodland, beaches and of course loads of
native wildlife.

The names were selected randomly and
the lists were posted outside the gymnasium at
lunch time, together with the dates and times
of each camp. Amy and Josh raced up to the
gym after eating their lunches to see which
group they were in.

“Josh!” yelled Amy, “We're both in the
same group. | don't believe it!”

Josh grinned and they scanned the rest
of the names on the list to see if they knew
anyone else.

“There’s only a couple of people | know,”
replied Amy, “What about you?”

Josh knew about six students but his close

friend wasn’t there.
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“Oh well,” sighed Josh, “we’ll get to know
some new people. It will be good, and at least
we know each other.”

The second semester provided different
topics, subjects and new teachers. It was
surprising how quickly Amy and Josh settled
back into school and schoolwork! A lot more was
expected of them now they were comfortable
with secondary school education and they
enjoyed the challenges of each particular area
of study.

On the bus going home, they’'d compare
notes and help each other with anything new
that had caused an issue during the day.

“I'm glad | can share my worries
with you, Josh,” remarked Amy, “It makes
it much easier. Sometimes | feel stupid
asking so many questions in class, but |

really don’t understand all of the material
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and often other students tell me that they
didn’t either.”

Josh laughed and remarked, “No wonder
some kids have trouble if they never ask a
question!”

Amy thought about this and replied,
“Sometimes, kids don’t know what question
to ask! Or they feel embarrassed to ask - as
they don’'t want to look stupid! These new
subjects and topics are not easy for some of us
to understand. I'm lucky | guess, because both
my parents are scientists and they can usually
answer my questions, but what if your parents
were new immigrants to Australia, and didn’t
speak much English, they might struggle with
a lot of this stuff.”

Josh realised that not all students had
a background like him, with parents who are

marine biologists constantly studying and
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updating their knowledge of marine life and
environments.

“You're right Amy, | almost never have any
trouble in class understanding the teachers,
but some students must really struggle if the
language is challenging.”

Amy continued to explain, “Not only that
Josh, what if you went to an isolated primary
school that couldn’t offer assistance to new
students, or students who struggled with
learning? | think secondary school relies on
most of us understanding the basics.”

Josh frowned and considered what Amy
was saying.

“I've never thought about any of this before
Amy, I’'m going to try and notice how the other
students in my class are going from now on.
Perhaps, | could offer to help them, what do
you think?”
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Amy was not sure this was a good idea. “I|
think you need to discuss this with your teacher
first Josh, these are sensitive areas for some
students, you might do more harm than good.”

The school bus soon arrived at their stop
and they jumped out eager to get back to the
cottage and the forest.

“Hi Mum and Dad, we're home!” called
out Amy.

“Hi Amy and Josh!” responded Mrs Rose.
“Josh, you need to call your grandfather back
as soon as you have unpacked and changed, he
needs to tell you something. Oh, and you too
Amy, | think it’s about the bush park.”

When Jack answered the phone, he
sounded so excited.

“Amy and Josh, you will never guess what
the council has added to the design for the
bush park! They're building a volleyball and

10
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basketball court for wheelchair competitions, it
is an amazing win for the whole area. The local
paper has suggested that they include a set of
clubrooms also, with showers and toilets for
wheelchair competitors. | am so proud of your
ambitions Amy for a bush park, and now look

at where this has led to!”
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Amy felt incredibly encouraged by this
announcement and agreed with Jack that now
this park had opened its doors for paralympic
competitors, it would be an amazing outcome
for the community. How proud Jack was of
their endeavours, which began when Amy
convinced the community that a park set in
bushland around a lake would be ideal for
pedestrians and wheelchair occupants, prams
and pushers; but exclude joggers, cyclists,
scooters and skateboards.

Jack then enquired about their start to the
new term. “What is happening this term for you
two, anything interesting?”

Amy and Josh both laughed and replied,
“We have a school camp this term, and you will
never guess where it is?”

Jack laughed and asked, “Okay, where is

it? Somewhere close for a change?”
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Josh raised his eyebrows and looked at
Amy and asked, “Grandpa, how on earth did
you know that?”

Jack answered, “Well, it was just a wild
guess because you both seem to have been
away a lot this year.”

Amy commented, “You're amazing Jack.
We're actually going to Wilsons Promontory.
It's only an hour’s bus ride from here and a huge
National Park. We're so excited and we have
been selected in the same group too.”

Jack jokingly said, “Well, at least you'll
have nothing to save down there. It’s a
protected area looked after by Park Rangers.
No risk of any development there! | wonder
what you two are going to do with all your
spare time?”

“Ha ha ha,” Amy laughed, “I'm sure there’ll
be plenty to explore and keep us busy Jack!”

13
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After the call had finished Josh and Amy
told her parents all about Jack’s news regarding
the Para Olympic Stadium that was being built
in the Bush Park.

Josh and Amy were feeling so happy about
Jack’s call that they nearly forgot to tell Mr and
Mrs Rose the news regarding the school camp.

“Josh and | are on the same list for the
camp, and we leave in two weeks,” shared Amy
at the dinner table. “The camp is for three nights
and four days, and because we live so close to
the park, we effectively get an extra day with
saved travel time! There are four groups in all
and the first one is leaving this week; we're
in the third lot and hoping that we have nice
teachers with us too.”

The next two weeks sped on by and
Amy and Josh took time carefully ticking off

everything on their list for the camp. The theme
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of the camp was Exploration. The students
were given set times and pathways each day
to explore the many and varied areas of the
park close to the camp.

Their findings needed to be recorded on
their laptops via photographs, descriptions and
maps of the individual areas allotted to each
pair of students. Amy and Josh were feeling
happy and confident about the camp, it sounded
fun and also challenging to explore out in the
bush or the beach, discovering items native to
the area.

Mr Rose had looked up the weather
forecast for them and found that they would
probably have some cool winds coming off
the bay, but fine days, around about 18 - 20
degrees Celsius.

“The nights will be cold but the rainforests

provide shelter and can be quite warm. It all

15
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depends on where you are on the Prom. It’s
such a large park that you can go from warm
to freezing if you walk far enough! There's no
rain forecast, but that doesn’t mean it won't
rain. Down there on the southernmost tip of
the mainland, showers of rain can emerge at
any time. Make sure you have your raincoats
with you,” cautioned Mr Rose.

The first day of their camp arrived sunny
but windy. The students lined up in their
homerooms to have the roll taken and were
then told to organise themselves into their

allotted groups before boarding the buses.
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Amy and Josh soon met up at their group’s bus
and helped the driver load all their backpacks
and sleeping bags into the luggage bay.
Fifteen minutes later the buses pulled out
of the school onto the main highway. Finally,
they were on their way to another adventure!
At least, Amy thought of it as an adventure
because she had never been to The Prom
before, and to have four days there was an
inviting proposition.

The bus driver had a video showing the
students a documentary about The Prom and
its history. Amy and Josh were intrigued by the
fact that a lighthouse had operated there for
over a hundred and fifty years! It showed how
dangerous the peninsula was for ships in the
1800s and detailed how many ships had sunk
in the bay, not realising how close to the surface

the granite rocks were that had linked Tasmania
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to the mainland all those millions of years ago.
It was truly a fascinating history and Amy and
Josh decided they would return to The Prom

another time if Amy’s parents would agree to

holiday there.
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